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A 

SOVEREIGN  REMEDY 

FOR  THE 

DROPS  Y. 


^T^AKE  of  Broom- Seed,  well  powdered  and  lifted,  one 
drachm ;  let  it  lleep  twelve  hours  in  a  glafs  and  half 
of  good  rich  white-wine,  and  take  it  in  the  morning  fall¬ 
ing,  having  lirll  lhaken  it,  fo  that  the  whole  may  be  fwal- 
lowed.  Walk  after  it,  if  you  are  able,  or  ufe  what  exercife 
you  can  without  fatigue,  for  an  hour  and  half;  after 
which  you  mull  be  fure  to  take  two  ounces  of  Olive -oil  ; 
and  you  mull  not  eat  or  drink  any  thing  in  lefs  than  half  an 
hour  or  an  hour  after  taking  the  Oil.  Repeat  this  every 
?  other 
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other  day,  or  once  in  three  days,  and  not  oftener,  till 
cured;  and  do  not  let  blood,  or  ufe  any  other  remedy  dur¬ 
ing  the  courfe.. 

Nothing  can  be  more  gentle  and  fafe  than  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  this  Remedy,  and  it  often  has  little  or  no  feniible 
one.  If  the  Dropfy  is  in  the  body,  it  difcharges  it  by 
urine,  without  any  inconvenience  :  if  it  is  between  the 
fkin  and  fleffi,  it  caufes  bliflers  to  arife  on  the  legs,  by 
which  it  will  run  off ;  but  this  does  not  happen  to  more 
than  one  in  thirty ;  and  in  this  cafe,  no  plaflers  mult  be 
ufed,  for  they  would  hinder  the  difcharge;  but  you  mult 
apply  red  cabbage- leaves.  If  the  diforder  is  caufed  by 
wind,  it  difpels  the  phlegm  that  detains  the  wind.  It 
cures  the  Dropfy  in  pregnant  women,  without  injury  to 
the  mother  or  the  infant.  It  alfo  cures  the  Althma,  Con- 
fumption,  and  Diforders  of  the  Liver.  It  is  good  for  the 
Bleeding  at  the  Nofe,  and  for  venomous  Bites  and  Poifons. 

The  efficacy  of  the  above  remedy  has  been  proved  by 
the  cure  of  upwards  of  fifty  dropfical  women  with  child, 
and  by  that  of  more  than  three  hundred  other  people. 
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OBSERVATIONS. 


The  foregoing  Recipe  was,  many  years  ago,  given  to 
an  Engliffi  Countefs  by  the  then  Prior  of  the  Maurus 
Benedi&ines,  of  Corbie,  in  Picardy,  with  the  ttrongett 
attu ranees  of  its  efficacy.  About  eighteen  years  fince,  her 
ladyffiip  gave  it  to  a  lady  in  England,  whom  ffie  honoured 
with  her  friendffiip  and  who  in  the  year  1767  recom¬ 
mended  it  to  a  lady,  who  feemed  to  be  in,  or  nearly  in, 
the  laft  ttage  of  a  Dropfy.  She  was  fo  very  much  fwoln, 
that  ffie  appeared  like  a  woman  in  the  laft  month  of  her 
pregnancy,  and  her  diforder  had  refitted  every  thing  that 
had  been  done  for  her  by  the  faculty.  She  took  the 
Broom-Seed,  but  could  not  take  the  whole  of  the  Oil  : 
however,  in  a  very  few  months,  her  huffiand  wrote  a  letter 
of  thanks  for  her  fpeedy  and  furprizing  recovery. 


B 


Soon 


[  6  ] 


Soon  after,  the  report  of  this  extraordinary  cure  in¬ 
duced  another  lady,  who  was  affli&ed  with  a  Dropfy, 
to  make  trial  of  the  remedy.  She  was  not  fo  much 
fwoln  as  the  former  lady,  but  fhe  was  exceedingly  ema¬ 
ciated,  and  was  fo  weak,  that  (lie  was  carried  like  an  in¬ 
fant  into  her  carriage,  when  fhe  went  to  take  the  air ; 
and  /he  had  failed  of  relief  from  the  advice  of  two  of 
the  moil  eminent  phyficians  in  London,  who  had  pro¬ 
nounced  it  an  Afcites,  with  eneyffied  water.  Happily 
they  were  too  liberal-minded  to  fet  their  faces  againft 
the  remedy,  as  fome  others  have  fince  done,  becaufe  it 

■  t 

was  not  of  their  acquaintance.  This  lady  followed  the 

t  / 

directions  of  the  Recipe  very  exaCtly,  and  was  reftored  to 
health  in  a  few  months* 

Th  ese  fucceffes  induced  the  lady,  at  whofe  defire  it 
is  publifhed,  to  recommend  the  remedy  with  avidity 
whenever  occafion  offered ;  and  it  has  pleafed  God  to 
crown  her  endeavours  with  fuch  wonderful  fuccefs,  that 
file  thinks  fhe  may  venture  to  affirm,,  that  fhe  has  never 
known  it  fail  to  cure,  when  taken  according  to  the 
Recipe,  and  while  there  was  any  degree  of  flrength 
remaining  and  that  it  is  almofl  as  certain  a  fpecific 

for 
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for  the  Dropfy,  as  the  Bark  is  for  the  Intermitting 
Fever. 

It  is  but  juft  to  confefs,  that  it  is  not  a  new  Recipe. 
It  is  to  be  found  in  Lemery’s  Recueil  de  Secrets,  Paris 
1740,  tom.  i.  p.  192,  where  it  has  long  lain  too  much 
negleCted  ;  and  perhaps  the  candid  and  unprejudiced  prac¬ 
titioner  might  find  many  falutary  helps  in  the  collections 
of  that  great  chymift.  But  the  great  powers  of  a  few 
capital  medicines  have  led  phyficians  to  negleCt  and  ex¬ 
plode  the  ufe  of  almoft  every  other.  Perfifting  in  the  trial, 
of  remedies,  which  they  have  fometimes  found  fuccefsful, 
and  the  efficience  of  which  they  can  fcientifically  trace, 
they  do  not  like  to  meddle  with  fuch  as  cure  they  do  not 
know  how,  let  their  efficacy  be  ever  fo  well,  and  often 
proved  by  the  unlearned.  A  gentleman  was  advifed  by 
his  phyfician  not  to  take  our  remedy,  becaufe  it  would  be 
too  heating  for  him.  Another  was  told,  that  it  would 
be  too  violent  in  its  operation.  The  lady  who  has  fo 
often  adminiftered  it,  has  never  heard  any  complaint  of 
its  heating ;  and,  excepting  in  a  late  cafe,  that  of  a  lady 
whom  it  was  thought  to  purge  too  much,  its  operation 
has  always  been  very  gentle,  and  it  has  cured  with  fcarcely 
6  any 


any  fenfible  increafe  of  evacuation.  The  lady  has  given 
it  to  a  woman  with  child,  whom  it  cured  of  the  Dropfy, 
and  Ihe  came  fome  months  after  to  return  thanks,  with  a 
healthy  child  in  her  arms.  It  has  fometimes  caufed  a 
fomewhat  uneafy  fenfation  on  the  day  on  which  is  was 
taken ;  but  this  has  happened  to  but  very  few  out  of  many, 
and  has  never  been  more  than  might  very  patiently  be 

borne. 


A  gentleman,  far  gone  in  a  Dropfy,  was  attended 
by  two  very  eminent  phyficians,  who  permitted  him  to 
take  the  Broom-Seed  and  Oil  ;  but  they  gave  him  the  firft 
every  day,  and  the  latter  only  once  in  three  days.  In  a 
very  Ihort  time  it  evacuated  a  great  quantity  of  water,  and 
greatly  reduced  his  fize  :  but  an  inflammation  appearing  in 

or  near  one  of  his  feet,  it  was  thought  right  to  diiconti- 

% 

nue  the  ufe  of  the  remedy.  He  filled  again,  and  the  event 
was  unhappy.  Another  gentleman,  who  took  the  Broom- 
Seed,  could  not  he  prevailed  on  to  take  the  Oil.  He  com¬ 
plained  that  the  Broom-Seed  occafioned  a  great  weight  and 
uneafinefs  in  his  bowels;  for  which  he  took,  on  the  in¬ 
termediate  days,  a  purging  potion,  and  would  not  be  per- 
fuaded  not  to  do  fo.  In  this  cafe  alfo  it  was,  as  there 
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nvas  too  mucli  reafon  to  fear  it  would  be,  unfuc- 

r  r  i  ‘  ;  ..  *  »  - 

'celsful. 
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From  the  failure  of  the  Broom-Seed  in  the  two  laft 

t  •  r  t  •  i  t 

'cafes,  there  is  reafon  to  think  that  the  Oil  is  an  abfolutely 
neceffary  part  of  the  remedy.  If  the  patient  cannot  poffi- 
bly  take  fo  large-,  a  quantity  of  Oil,  perhaps  the  bed 
‘thing  he  can  do  will  be  to  take  every  day  half  a  drachm 
of  the  Broom-Seed,  and  one  ounce  of  Oil ;  but  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  latter'  to  the  former  muft  not  be  abated. 


Tho’  this  remedy  mod:  commonly  proves  gently  laxa¬ 
tive,  yet  it  has  fometimes  occafioned  coftivenefs.  This 
■complaint  has  been  removed  by  rubbing  the  ftomach  and 
belly  with  *  olive-oil,  made  a  little  warm  by  putting  it 
to  hand  in  hot  water.  But  this  does  not  always  give  re¬ 
lief  ;  and  if  it  fhould  not,  a  clyfter  may  be  ufed,  which 

■■■■  '  -H  ■A......  ■  ■  ,  i'ir  ■  h.  i f.  . . ■  ■  i.  ■  fi.wi  ■■  ■  ■  — ~ 


*  In  an  alarming  obftrudtion  of  the  bowels,  attended  with  a  cholic, 
which  had  lafted  three  days,  relief  Was  obtained  in  lefs  than  a  quarter  of 
an  hour,  by  rubbing  the  ftomach  and  bowels  with  goofe-greafe.  The 
patient  wras  not  dropfical,  and  had  not  taken  our  medicine.  After  the  ufe 
of  the  oil,  or  of  the  goofe-greafe,  a  flannel  fhould  be  laid  on  the  parts. 
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may  be  made  of  warm  water,  with  a  tea-fpoonful  of  com^ 
mon  fait,  or  with  a  table-fpoonful  of  caftor  oil.  This 
remedy,  however,  ought  not  to  be  ufed  without  urgent 
neceffity,  and  is  only  preferable  to  a  purging  draught*, 
which,  by  carrying  off  the  medicine,  might  prevent  its 
efficacy. 

If  the  patient  is  too  weak  to  ufc  other  exercile  after 
taking  the  powder,  the  body  and  limbs  may  be  rubbed  with 
a  flannel,  from  time  to  time,  during  the  hour  and  half, 
giving  reft  at  intervals,  according  to  the  ftrength  $  and  im* 
deed  the  practice  of  this  exercife  for  fome  minutes,  every 
night  and  morning,  may  be  of  great  help. 

The  quantities  directed  in  the  Recipe  have  been  given 
alike  to  men  and  to  women ;  and  there  has  never  been  found: 
reafon  to  think,  that  it  was  too  little  for  the  one,  or  too 

X  ,  *  *  \  \  *  *  ■*  *  Ar  ^  ^  « 

much  for  the  other. 

It  is  hardly  neceflary  to  fay,  that  all  the  ingredients  - 
ought  to  be  the  belt  that  can  be  had,  particularly  the  Oil,, 
which,  if  in  the  leaf!  rancid,  might  be  hurtful.  In  Eng¬ 
land,  it  has  generally  been  given  in  mountain-wine.  The 
i  Broom— 
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Broom-Seed  may  always  be  had  at  Covent-Garden.  To 
powder  the  Broom-Seed,,  lay  it,  for  a  little  while,  at  a  rea- 
fonable  didance  before  the  fire,,  and  then  grind  it  in  a> 
coffee-mill,  and  fift  it  through  a  gauze  fieve,  or  a  piece  of 
muflin.  Put  it  to  deep  in  a  phial,  and  cork  it* 

Thf  Dropfv  of  th~  bread:  affumes  the  appearance  of,  and 
is  often  midaken  for  the  Adhma.  This  very  dangerous 
difeafe,  the  Broom-Seed  and  Oil  have  cured  in  a  time  fo 
(hort,  that  thofe  wondered,,  who  had  before  feen  many  of 
its  great  effects.. 

All  who  are*  affli&ed:  with  any  kind  of  Dropfy,  and 
into  whofe  hands  this  may  happen  to  fall,  are  mod  ear- 
nedly  entreated  to  make  trial  of  it  for  a  fortnight;  in  which 
time,  it  is  hoped,  it  will  fpeak  for  itfelf,  and  afford  encou¬ 
ragement  to  perfevere  in  the  courfe.  It  mud  be  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  an  unknown  Recommender  wants  liimfelf  a 
recommendation  :  but  it  is  offered  to  confideration,  that  no 

private  intered  is  ferved  by  the  publication  ;  for  the  truth 

1  ,  „  a  .  ,, 

•of  which,..  Mr.  Dodsley,  the  luuiifher,  is  appealed  »o. 
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